
Gloria Smith – August 7, 2023 

 

 

Gloria Smith, 97, of Philpot passed away Monday, August 7, 2023, at the Heartford House under 

the care of Hospice of Western Kentucky. Born in Washington State, on October 6, 1925, raised 

in California, she was the daughter of the late James Ellard and Gertrude Hill Ellard. True to her 

family, Gloria spent her time raising her children at home and making sure her day-to-day 

activities were taken care of. Outside of the home, Gloria spent her time as the PTA President 

and playing golf with the Lady Duffers of DeBell Golf Course in Burbank, California. When 

moving to Owensboro in 2005 with her family, Gloria became a proud and loving member of 

Restoration Church. 

Gloria was born into show business life. Her father James “Jimmy” was a Vaudevillian Big Band 

leader and was fairly well-known in his day. Gloria soon followed in her father’s footsteps in the 

performing lifestyle and skated with the Ice Capades during her time at San Jose State 

University. Gloria was selfless, she devoted her time to her family and friends. She was always 

up for an adventure; she loved traveling but wasn’t able to do much near the end of her journey. 

Gloria is survived by her children: Spencer (Lindsey) Smith and Brian (Janice) Smith; 

grandchildren: Nicholas, Jenelle, Brianne (William Kilmartin), and Amy; and great-

grandchildren: Tanner Lee, Jasmyne Failds, and Jordan Smith. 

https://www.owensborotimes.com/obituaries/154386-gloria-smith/ 


