
 

 

REUNION EDITION                                 NEWS FROM ICE CAPADES ALUMNI                                   September 2022 

 

Sad News 

Victoria Mihojevich-Stratton  -July 28, 2022 

7th test level in figures and freestyle.  Principal skater in Ice Capades.  

Also skated in Ice Follies and Las Vegas on Ice.  Been teaching skating 

for over 30 years.  Coached 2 Danish National Champions through Gold 

Tests.  Coached skaters at European Championships and Scandinavian 

Championships.  Choreographed program for Danish National 

Champion for World Championships. 

 

Diane Belliveau – July 29, 2022 

BELLIVEAU - Diane V., of West Islip, LI, on July 29, 2022. Beloved wife 

of the late Joseph "Stan." Loving mother of Terri (Jarry) Rasmussen, 

Suzie (John) Hewitt, Barbie (Tom) Gould, John Belliveau and Andrew 

Belliveau and fiancè Karen Peterson. Cherished grandmother of Carl, 

Eric and fiancè Meghan Maciejewski, Anna, Emma, Rebecca and 

Thomas. Also beloved by many nieces and nephews. Diane will be 

fondly remembered for her beautiful spirit and youthful energy, as 

well as her thoughtfulness and kindness towards others. She grew up 

in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada and was a former professional ice skater with the Ice Capades. 

She loved her family fiercely and treasured all her friends. Diane's family wishes to thank her 

wonderful neighbors and friends, especially those who shared the ice rinks and tennis courts 

with her. All of you brought such joy to her life. Reposing at The Fredrick J. Chapey & Sons West 

Islip Funeral Home, 1225 Montauk Hwy., (1/4 mile west of the Robert Moses Cswy.). Celebration 

of the Liturgy of Christian Burial Saturday 10:30 AM at Our Lady of Lourdes R.C. Church, West 

Islip, LI. Cremation to follow privately. Visiting hours Friday 4:00 PM until 7:00 PM. In lieu of 

flowers, donations may be made to St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, 

Memphis, TN 38105. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100083938879384&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXnjrNVlObhXqLttBTPUMWHFvhdXHkRk9YL-LXQp-CKYj6y4TyyMLA3YwZso8iG_DBp8ap9jFbXnESVecqry9MFtUJF7TAd13RQqRkQX5vOdHb6WmUpTcBCNxI8Sc1m5cixXPnp3LAro_HHOPQwEzivZdvTPY7Pw-HEat5CmHJVSxzLGRV33tKQ85s-AFyeEmo&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R


 

Jodie Anne Miller (Price) – Aug. 8, 2022 

Jody passed away on Aug. 8, 2022.   She spent 2 years skating with Ice 

Capades.  Click below for her obituary and funeral details.   

On Aug 8, 2022, Jodie Anne Miller (Price), a gifted teacher, instructor, 

loving wife, mother, granny and sister entered heaven peacefully. Jodie 

was 62 years old and lived in Milton, WV.  Jodie was born 11-17-1959 in 

Plainfield NJ, daughter of John and Janet Price. 

 

Jodie is survived by her husband of 38 years Mark Alan Miller.  Son Kyle 

(wife Honour) of Slidell, LA; Russell of Milton, WV; Ryan (wife Sarah) of 

Lakeland, FL; Jacob of Cincinnati, OH; Luke of Milton, WV and daughter 

Anya of Milton, WV. Sister Jill Price of Worthington, OH; Brother John Price of Linden, VA. 

Jodie was Granny to six beautiful grandchildren - Chase and Tyler (Kyle & Honour); Opal, Cora, 

Isla and Eddy (Ryan & Sarah). Many loving cousins, nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, brother 

and sister in laws. 

 

Jodie was preceded in death by her parents, John A Price (2018) and Janet R Price (2021). 

 

Jodie was raised in Westfield, New Jersey where she met her husband in 10th grade. After 

high school, Jodie was a professional skater in the Ice Capades for two years. Afterwards she 

attended Plattsburgh State University and graduated cum laude with a degree in Elementary 

and Special Education in 1983. Mark and Jodie were married in 1984, first living in Long 

Branch NJ, then South Burlington, VT before settling in West Virginia in 1989. Jodie made 

being a mother and raising six children look easy.   Click here for complete details 

 

Paul Sibley – Aug. 25, 2022 

"Paul, our dear friend for 72 years, passed away this morning. As a 
former member of the...Los Angeles FSC and international skating 
STAR he enjoyed a full and exciting life. The 82nd Ice Shows Reunion 
this summer was a fun time for Paul to meet and celebrate with his 
many friends. He will be missed; RIP." 
Posted by Loren O’Neil Caccamise. 
PAUL SIBLEY: Star in Europe of the Vienna Ice Revue; partner to 
Peggy Fleming in Ice Follies and An Evening With Peggy Fleming, and 
star in South Africa of “Rose Marie on Ice,” “Sinbad On Ice,” and 
“Cinderella On Ice.” 

 

https://www.whs1977.com/class_profile.cfm?member_id=7725014


Alumni in the News 

‘He Went That Way’ 

Some of you might know the story of Dave Pitts & Spanky who had picked up a hitchhiker while 

travelling from LA to AC.   A movie has been made based on the serial killer that Dave & Spanky 

picked up along the way.  See below for details.  

Jacob Elordi, Zachary Quinto in ‘He Went That Way’: First Look 
Revealed, Mister Smith Launches Sales at EFM  

 

Principal photography has wrapped on “He Went That Way,” the true crime thriller starring 
Jacob Elordi (“Euphoria”) and Zachary Quinto (Star Trek franchise).  

Mister Smith Entertainment have revealed a first look image and will be showing the first 
footage to buyers at the upcoming European Film Market in Berlin. 

Set in 1964, “He Went That Way” is based on the true crime story of celebrity animal trainer 
Dave Pitts and his famous TV chimp, Spanky, centerpiece of the traveling entertainment show 
The Ice Capades in the 1960s, and his fateful three-day encounter with the serial killer Larry 
Lee Ranes. The film is inspired by Conrad Hilberry’s book “Luke Karamazov” and the real life 
account from Dave Pitts, the sole survivor of Ranes killing spree, and follows the trio as they 
set off on a crazy three-day road trip down Route 66 together.  

Elordi portrays serial killer Bobby Falls, based on Ranes and Quinto portrays Jim Goodwin, based 
on Pitts. 

Jeffrey Darling, renowned for his commercials and music videos (“Crowded House: Instinct”), 
makes his feature directorial debut from a script by Independent Spirit award nominated writer 
Evan M. Wiener (“Monogamy”).  

The producing team includes Marc Benardout (“Sinner”), James Harris (“Welcome to Raccoon 
City: Resident Evil”) and Mark Lane (“47 Meters Down”) of Teashop Productions, Hugh Broder 
(“Emoticon;)”), and Jeremy Kotin (“Blood Stripe”). Phil Hunt of Head Gear Films and recently 
formed Bohemia Media, which amplifies marginalized voices, is executive producing alongside 
Medha Jaishankar, Compton Ross, Ananyaa Shah, Lisa Broder, Richard Broder and Lawrence 
August.  

https://variety.com/t/jacob-elordi/
https://variety.com/t/zachary-quinto/
https://variety.com/t/mister-smith-entertainment/
https://variety.com/t/european-film-market/


Films represented by Mister Smith for sales include Sara Sugarman and Jonas Åkerlund’s “Midas 
Man” and Hans Canosa’s “The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry.”   Variety’s Article 

 

History on ice: How his job as a road manager for Ice 
Capades gave him a piece of show business 

 

For decades, Bob Recker’s family has owned Recker Transfer, a trucking business still known for 
moving equipment for teams like the Steelers and the Pirates and for organizations such as the 
Pittsburgh Ballet and the Pittsburgh Opera. 

At some point, the North Side-based trucking business also picked up work for the Ice Capades, 
an organization launched in Pittsburgh in the mid-1930s. 

And that’s how Mr. Recker ended up with a job in the 1970s crisscrossing North America with 
the wildly popular traveling ice show — responsible for transporting props and equipment for 
the lavish sets used in productions that featured more than 100 skaters draped in stunning 
costumes while dancing, jumping and thrilling crowds. 

He loved it. 

“It’s an industry of entertainment that’s really not with us anymore,” said Mr. Recker, 79, who 
is retired.  

Bob Recker, a former road manager for the Ice Capades, talks about some of the memorabilia 
he has collected. (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette) 

His work as road manager for the Ice Capades from 1973 to 1983 gave him a passport to show 
business — and a role in a theatrical show whose owner once claimed it drew bigger crowds 
than Major League Baseball. 

The ice shows stopped 30 years ago. The company went into bankruptcy in the early 1990s, 
then went through more than one different ownership group — including one fronted by 
Olympic gold medalist Dorothy Hamill — trying unsuccessfully to save it. 

https://variety.com/2022/film/global/jacob-elordi-zachary-quinto-he-went-that-way-first-look-1235170994/


In the mid-1980s, Mr. Recker had turned himself into an unofficial historian for the storied 
organization that’s already recognized by the Sen. John Heinz History Center in the Strip District 
as part of the Pittsburgh region’s story. 

Now he’s working to see if the history center is interested in diving even deeper into the world 
of the Ice Capades, trying to see if they want some of the materials preserved in his Marshall 
Township home — everything from show tickets and programs to company records showing 
costs and revenues. 

How it all started 

The Ice Capades originated in the mid-1930s at the Duquesne Gardens arena on North Craig 
Street in Oakland with a solo skating performance by Sonja Henie, a three-time Olympic 
champion. 

John H. Harris, who owned the Duquesne Gardens and the Pittsburgh Hornets hockey team, 
decided to give hockey fans some entertainment between periods. He brought in Henie to do a 
skate routine. The crowd loved it. 

“Mr. Harris was so impressed with it and he got such a response from the public that he decided 
to form a show,” said Bob Mock, an independent hockey and figure skating instructor who 
teaches throughout the region. 

“Sonja Henie only had about 15 people in it at first,” he said. “Mr. Harris went and put about 
150 people in it and he set up a school to train skaters out of Pittsburgh to join the show. They 
did come from all over the country, but in the beginning, it was primarily all Pittsburgh people.” 

Show headliners often included former Olympic and U.S. national champion figure skaters who 
had retired from formal competition. But unknown skaters also made names for themselves in 
the Ice Capades as the shows became more elaborate and spectacular. Performers juggled while 
skating, jumped through hoops of fire and in later years even included animals and car 
explosions in their acts.  

Audiences were packing sports arenas throughout the United States and Canada in the 1950s. 

“The combination of ice shows now touring our country outgrosses baseball in the National and 
American Leagues,” Harris wrote in a skating publication in 1951.  

By 1961, 189,270 people had attended the 20 performances held at the Civic Arena. The show 
grossed $598,289 and paid $83,841 in taxes, according to company records. 

Harris was born into a wealthy family. His father opened the first movie house in Pittsburgh, 
The Nickelodeon, in the early 1900s. Harris operated a chain of movie theaters in Western 
Pennsylvania, which he sold to Warner Bros., which also was formed in Pittsburgh. 

Preserving the history 



Mr. Recker was hired by the Ice Capades organization in 1973 to work behind the scenes and 
make sure everything ran smoothly on the road. When he saw the organization changing, he 
left in 1983. 

He believed the curtain was closing on a great era of entertainment. In 1985 — two years after 
leaving the company — he made himself the unofficial historian of what had been one of the 
biggest ice shows in North America. 

“It was a family business and the third generation had come in,” he said. “I was seeing a lot of 
changes coming and I wanted to preserve that history. When I started the project, I didn’t realize 
how vast it was.” 

He started taping interviews with past performers to obtain an oral history of the show’s glory 
days. Once the word spread about his work, show veterans across the country began donating 
personal memorabilia, like tickets, programs, photographs and company records. 

 

Memorabilia from the Ice Capades collected by Bob Recker at his home in Marshall.(Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette) 

“Skaters and people in management gave me company manuals describing how the shows were 
sold in different cities and copies of TV and radio promotions,” Mr. Recker said. 

“I even ended up with the corporate records,” he said. “When you’ve got that in your hands, 
the corporate records tells you the whole history and the nuts and bolts of it. You see the dollar 
figures, the interoffice memos and who was involved. So, I kept pursuing it.” 

How he got that job 

Some of Mr. Recker’s earliest childhood memories include going with his father to the Strip 
District to meet the railcars carrying Ice Capades performers and equipment. He helped his 
father unload the show’s equipment and move it to warehouses in the city. 



Recker Transfer has been involved in moving equipment for sports teams and theatrical groups 
— including the Ice Capades — since the 1940s. 

“My father was involved in transporting their equipment — trunks, and personal items — from 
city to city in one tractor trailer,” he said. 

On one occasion after Mr. Recker was old enough, he went out on the road with his dad, and 
an Ice Capades company manager offered to hire him permanently to move their equipment. 
He accepted the job. 

“They had two tours on the road at that time. (There would later be three.) They called them 
East and West,” he said. “I was doing the East Company.” 

An article about the show traveling to Australia in the summer of 1965 reported that 20 tons of 
costumes were shipped by air. The shipping weight of the show’s costumes by the 1980s was at 
least four times that, Mr. Recker said. 

“The turnover in the cast of one company was about two and a half years, and then you’d get 
another group of people coming in,” he said. “Young people — 19 years old — traveling around 
the United States. 

“That’s with Ice Capades, not counting Holiday on Ice and Ice Follies,” he said. “They were doing 
the same thing in different locations. The number of people involved in it over the years was 
just massive.” 

While Mr. Recker travelled with the show, his father, Robert Recker Sr., continued running 
Recker Transfer in Pittsburgh. He eventually passed the company to his son, who ran it until the 
pandemic hit in 2020. Mr. Recker’s nephew, Charles Recker, runs it today. 

Recker Transfer still moves equipment for groups like the Steelers and the Pittsburgh Ballet, in 
addition to supplying labor for shows that come into PPG Paints Arena, the Benedum and Heinz 
Hall. 

“The Rooneys and the Reckers go back a long way, and we are proud of the relationship we 
have had with your father, uncle, brothers and you,” said a letter from Steelers former president 
and owner Dan Rooney to Mr. Recker in 1992. 

“We hope it continues for many years to come,” Mr. Rooney wrote while thanking Mr. Recker 
for his company’s help with a Steelers food distribution event on Christmas Day. 

What comes next 

For now, this slice of Pittsburgh’s history is in Mr. Recker’s Marshall home.  

He is working with curators at the history center in the Strip District to find a permanent home 
for some of the memorabilia associated with the show, which became a casualty of bankruptcy 
in 1993. 



Some say poor management doomed the business after 50 years of prosperity. Even in the early 
1990s the shows were still drawing big crowds.   

There were several attempts to revive the show. Ms. Hamill took it over in 1993, but it failed 
again under her ownership as well as that of other owners such as televangelist Pat Robertson 
and the Garden circus family out of Florida. 

The history center and sports museum recognizes the important role Pittsburgh played in the 
founding and development of the Ice Capades, said Anne Madarasz, director of the Western PA 
Sports Museum at the Heinz History Center. 

“Bob Recker’s collection preserves important stories about both the people who made Ice 
Capades successful and the history of this business,” she said. “We are excited to work with him 
to collect and share these materials and see that this story of sport, entertainment and 
entrepreneurship has a permanent home.” 

The history center already has an exhibit that tells the story of the Ice Capades in a small 
way. Ms. Madarasz said the museum is in discussions with Mr. Recker about the donation of his 
materials, not a new or expanded exhibit. 

“There are many ways we might use this type of collection, but right now we are not planning 
a special exhibit on the Ice Capades,” she said. 

“We see great value in this kind of documentation and the knowledge that Bob has and look 
forward to seeing it preserved so this story can be accessed by researchers and used for social 
media, programs, publications, and exhibits in the future.” 

Tim Grant: tgrant@post-gazette.com    First Published August 22, 2022, 6:00am 

 

ICE CAPADES REUNION RECAP 
 

Click here for Facebook Reunion pictures 

Click here for David Sadleir’s pictures 

 

Videos of the Month 

ZsuZsi Almassy – West Company 1973 

World Figure Skating Championships1970, LP  https://youtu.be/TFv9v3Je5Gg 

mailto:tgrant@post-gazette.com
http://www.icecapadestheblade.com/index.php/2022-ice-capades-reunion-pictures/
https://davidsadleir.smugmug.com/Ice-Capades-Reunion-2022
https://youtu.be/TFv9v3Je5Gg


 

ZsuZsi Is a Hungarian former figure skater. She is the 
1969 World bronze medalist, a three-time European 
medalist, and a five-time Hungarian national 
champion. She competed at three Winter Olympics, 
placing 17th in 1964, 6th in 1968, and 5th in 1972. 

 

Here’s A Special Treat 

Tai Babilonia, JoJo Starbuck, Randy Gardner and 
Ken Shelley - 1984 Champions On Ice EX 

https://fb.watch/eY3zjmqQwi/ 

 

 

USFA is Looking for Skaters 

 

 

US Figure Skating for the Centennial Year is reaching out to find and connect former 

and current members who skated any time in USFS history to reconnect.  Please 

consider registering!!! Share with those skating friends you stay in touch with!! 

I can imagine some fun reconnecting events!!! 

Click here for more information 

 

 

https://fb.watch/eY3zjmqQwi/
https://www.usfigureskating.org/news/article/join-us-figure-skating-alumni-network?fbclid=IwAR22qYLFiZzOiIVHO6DmIUEk-IR5AYKENV_Yc26AipUYFVPOjNkzCZgTD-A
https://www.usfigureskating.org/news/article/join-us-figure-skating-alumni-network?fbclid=IwAR22qYLFiZzOiIVHO6DmIUEk-IR5AYKENV_Yc26AipUYFVPOjNkzCZgTD-A


The website, www.icecapadestheblade.com has been revamped and more information has 

been added.  It’s still a work in progress.  If you have something to add, please send them.   

Look here for 2022 Ice Capades Reunion information, including reunion pictures 

Cast, Precision & Production Pictures – Relive some memories. 

Past reunion Pictures – Check them out for some you may have missed.   

Rosters – Looking for someone or remembering who you skated with in the show? 

Video links – have been collecting skating ‘You Tube’ links from the early years. 

Program Covers – we had the most beautiful covers 

Past Issues of The Blade – just in case you missed an issue 

Past Reunion Pictures – relive the times you attended the reunions 

In Memorium – remembering those who have left us too soon 

Check it out! 
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Skater’s Reunion – May 1 – 3, 2023 
 

 

Click here for details & updates 

 

Ice Theatre of New York, Inc ® 

http://www.icecapadestheblade.com/
http://www.icecapadestheblade.com/index.php/upcoming-events/
http://www.icecapadestheblade.com/index.php/upcoming-events/


presents 
https://www.icetheatre.org/ 

 
If you know if someone who would like to receive The Blade, please send me their email address or if you 

would like to be removed from receiving The Blade, please type ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line. 

Email me directly at gspoden@rogers.com 

https://www.icetheatre.org/
mailto:gspoden@rogers.com

